
Notes: 
Organic “soil-less” growing mediums usually
require a comprehensive analysis, including
Organic Content (VOC and Humus).

Bark-based mediums should also include a
test for phyto-toxic Tannin.

Oregon Soil Testing and Treatment Program

Soils Testing
A soil analysis report is useless if all it gives you are a bunch of
ambiguous numbers and scientific jargon.  As professional soil
consultants, our purpose is to provide the grower with accurate,
discernible test data as well as effective, practical treatment
recommendations...  and follow-up questions are always welcome !!!

We also emphasize Organic growing methods which are much more
sustainable and eco-friendly.  Being an  independent, non-certified lab
allows us the flexibility to utilize our own modern hi-tech digital
colorimetric analysis process which provides a more accurate
representation of plant-available nutrients.  

We base our recommendations on ALL factors relevant to the grower’s situation, including: 
Type of plants being grown, total area under production, sun exposure, source of irrigation, whether
in containers or in the ground, seasonal variations, as well as any incidental factors that could affect
the growth and productivity of the plants.  Our lab is OMMP-friendly and we can test plant tissue,
compost, and soil-less growing mediums, as well as native soils.

Note: If you really think you can get a reliable and effective soil test for only $30 or $40, then you
are in for a big disappointment.  Don’t waste your time and money on an amateurish soil analysis!

Standard Organic Analysis ($70) with Recommendations Includes:
Soil properties (Texture, Percent Viable Rooting Mass, & Bulk density)
Acid/Alkaline pH & stability 
TDS (Total Dissolved Solids)
Nitrogen –  NO3 & NH4 
Phosphorus
Potassium (K)
Calcium
Magnesium
Sulfur
Iron
Copper
Primary Base Saturation (Ca, Mg, & K balance)
Volatile Organic Content and Humus (critical for an accurate recommendation)

Additional elements analysis and on-site consultations available upon request.
We are also able to formulate custom soil amendments based upon the analysis.  
(See our “Soil Amendments and Treatments” page)

Download application form (pdf) for sampling instructions, arrange for delivery of sample, and
payment or trade options.  View sample report.
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Soil Amendments and Treatments

High-Fertility Composted Growing Mediums
Bio-active Compost and Crop-Specific Organic Fertilizer All-In-One

Topper & Seedling Concentrate Formula (by dry weight, per cu yd):
50% Forest material – rotted bark & wood, leaves, moss, humus (all shredded)
40% Pasture material – alfalfa, cover crop, grasses (shredded)
10% Dairy goat & poultry manures
Nutrient Supplements:
• Seed meals
• Feather meal
• Lime, Gypsum, Oyster Shell
• Fish & Crustacean meal
• Kelp & Trace Mineral Supplements for selenium, zinc,
   copper, iodine, etc. 

Process:
1. Organic feedstock is shredded or screened to facilitate fast decomposition.
2. Basic nutrients are added to begin the 15-day initial composting process.
3. The material is turned/aerated every day to maintain sufficient oxygen content.
4. Compost is monitored for correct temperature, moisture, pH, and fertility.
5. Final supplements and adjustments are mixed-in according to specific crop requirements.
6. Curing may require from 2 to 6 weeks.
7. Final screening for best particle size.

Total fertility is pre-adjusted according to crop
requirements  and/or  so i l  analysis
recommendations.
Formulas usually cost as low as $64 per cu. yd. 
Call for specific pricing of ingredients,
availability, or other information.

Note on heavy clay soils
Our region of Southern Oregon is notorious
for its dense-heavy clay soil challenges.  
Management of this type of soil is as poorly
understood as it is difficult to achieve.  
So, before you go trying all kinds of
ineffective treatments and amendments, potentially costing you a lot of time and money, we suggest
you consider the following:

Due to its anaerobic (low oxygen) properties, tilling of organic amendments into clay soil is not only
counter-productive, it’s destructive and potentially dangerous.  An anaerobic soil can create
alcohols, formaldehyde, cyanide, and other toxic compounds, as well as pathogens such as e-coli
and salmonella.  These are detrimental to both plants and humans.  
Don’t believe me?  Do an internet search on key-words “anaerobic decomposition in clay soil.”

Note:  These are the general
ingredients we use in our
formula.  Final pH and nutrients
are adjusted using a variety of
available organic ingredients not
necessarily listed here.



Tilling amendments also causes denitrification (loss of nitrogen), collapses the soil structure, kills
earthworms, disrupts beneficial microbial populations, and brings up weed seeds that germinate.

Surface applications require less effort and are much more effective, if done properly. This is why
we recommend no-till surface mulching with organic amendments for most clay soil applications.

Note on environment
Abnormal atmospheric conditions are the result of a U.S. government weather-modification agenda,
NOT just so-called “global warming.”  Temperature extremes and low humidity from GEO
Engineering and “Chemtrails” are causing high stress on plants.  These stresses often combine with
a grower’s incorrect watering habits resulting in damaged soils and sick plants.

Be sure to protect vegetables and other sensitive plants, not only from cold nights, but also from
mid-day & afternoon scorching sun on hot days.  If necessary, use
shade-cloth suspended at least 2 feet over the tops of the plants.

Wilting plants may not need watering, as heat and wind alone can
cause wilting, so always check soil moisture before watering.  

Maintaining consistent moisture is essential.  Never too wet or too
dry.  Soaker-hose irrigation systems are usually best, and can be
used with supplemental mist-spray or light hand-watering.

Apply a generous layer of organic mulch (alfalfa hay, leaves, or
straw) over soakers to prevent hot sun from over-heating and drying-
out the upper root-zone of the soil (surface down to at least 
3 to 4 inches).  Root-zone temperatures should never exceed 75 to
80 degrees F.  

Mission Statement
We are not a “business.”  The purpose for a business is to make money and we are not here for
money.  We are an independent research and education activity dedicated strictly to reinforce and
promote sustainable farm and garden practices.  By providing these services, we make it easier for
both producers and consumers to become more productive and locally autonomous.

    
However, obviously it still requires some level of funding in order to continue this operation, so we
do appreciate your help with the costs of running the project, and we are open to offers for direct
trade of any materials or services.  

Thank you!                                     
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